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AT ITAIIIKHH

KaHOUuOam ucmopu4eckux Hayx, Oupekmop
Tocyoapcmeennoeo apxusa Hogetiuell ucmopuu
Vavanoesckoti oonacmu; dokmopaum kageopsvt ucmopuu
Vavanosckoeo cocyoapcmeennozo nedazoeuueckozo
yuusepcumema um. M.H. Yavanoea, Poccus, 2. Yivsanoeck

NEATEJBHOCTD OBIIECTBEHHOCTH
11O MIPOTUBOAEUCTBHIO ITPECTYITHOCTH B I'O/1bI
BEJMKOM OTEYECTBEHHOM BOMHBI 1941-1945 IT.

B cmamve npedcmasnenvi pezynomamel ananuza onvima opeanu308aHHO20
B08IEUEeHUSI MECTTHO20 HACENEHUS 8 NPOYECC Npeceyenus npecmynHou desimeis-
Hocmu. Hccnedosanue nposoounocs Ha npumepe Cpeduezo Ilosomicess CCCP,
Komopoe 8 200vl Benuxoii Omeyecmeentoii gotinel 1941-1945 2e. npedcmasnsno
cobotl edunbiil sKoHoMuyeckull pation. Ocoboe 3HaueHUue CHUNCEHUs KOMUYecmad
npecmynieHuii 0vin0 00YCI08NIEHO MeM, YMO @ BOEHHOE 6PeMs YEeHMPAIbHbLE
opeanvl enacmu CCCP, a makoce kpynHeluiue 0O00POHHO-NPOMbIULLEHHbLE NPeO-
npusmus oviiu cocpedomouensl 6 2opodax Kytibviuese u Yavanoscke. B ceasu
¢ DONBUUMU KAOPOBLIMU NOMEPAMU @ NOTUYUU GIACTMU NPU3BATU 00UeCTHEEH-
HOCMb NOMOYb npedomepamums npecmynienus. Ha meppumopuu Cpednezo
Tosonices Oeticmeosanu Opueadsl cooeticmeuss NOAUYUU U OMPsObl OXPAHbBL
00w ecmeeHH020 NOPAOKA, UMesuiue NPago He MONbLKO Cledums 3a coON00eHuem
00w ecmeenHo20 NOps0Ka, HO U 3a0epaicueamsy npecmynnuxos. OQobwas wucnen-
Hocmb maxux obujecmeennvix opmuposanuii 6 Cpeonem Ilosondicve cocmas-
asana 6onee 30 muicau uenosex. OxpanHvle (QYHKYUU 8 CEIbCKOU MeCmHOCmU
837U HA Ce051 OMPAObL HAPOOHO20 ONONUEHUSA U CHEYUANLHO CO30aHHble UCPeOU-
menvHvle 0amanrboHbl, YUCIEHHOCHb KOMOPbIX COCMABIANA HECKONLKO 0eCAMKO8
moicay yenosex. YneHcmeo ¢ smux 06uecmeeHHbIX OpeaHu3ayusax oulio 00opo-
gonbHbIM. Kaoicovlil unen maxoii opeanuzayuu npouien Kypc opuouieckoli noo-
20MOBKU, husuueckoll, 60esoll u cmpoegou no02omosxku. Pezyrsmamom moounu-
3ayulY 2parcOancKoeo Hacelenus Ha NPomueooelcmaue npecmynHocCmu cmana
OMHOCUMENbHO CNOKOUHAS KPUMUHOSEHHAS 0OCMAHOBKA, 4 MAKIICe CHUICEHUE
npecmynieHuil RPOMue IUYHOCHU HO CPABHEHUIO ¢ 00B0ECHHBIM NEPUOOOM.

Knroueewie cnosa: CCCP, Cpednee Ilosonicbe, yeonosHas npecmynHocms,
MUTUYUSA.
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THE CIVILIAN POPULATION OF THE MIDDLE
VOLGA REGION OF THE USSR AND ITS
FIGHT AGAINST CRIME DURING THE
GREAT PATRIOTIC WAR OF 1941-1945

The article presents the results of the analysis of the experience of organized
involvement of the local population in the process of suppression of criminal
crime. The study was conducted on the example of the Middle Volga region of the
USSR, which during the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945 was a single economic
region. The particular importance of reducing the number of crimes was due to
the fact that in wartime the central authorities of the USSR, as well as the largest
defense industrial enterprises, were concentrated in the cities of Kuibyshev and
Ulyanovsk. Due to the large personnel losses in the police, the authorities called
on the public to help prevent crimes. On the territory of the Middle Volga region,
police assistance brigades and public order protection groups functioned, which
had the right not only to monitor the observance of public order, but also to detain
criminals. The total number of such public formations in the Middle Volga region
was over 30 thousand people. The security functions in rural areas were assumed
by the people's militia detachments and specially created fighter battalions, the
number of which was several tens of thousands of people. Membership in these
public organizations was voluntary. Each member of such an organization took a
course of juridical training, physical, combat and drill training. The result of the
mobilization of the civilian population to counteract crime was a relatively calm
criminal situation, as well as a decrease in crimes against the person compared
to the pre-war period.

Key words: USSR, Middle Volga region, criminal crime, police.
Introduction. The years of the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945 became a
serious test for many residents of the USSR. An increase in the working day, a

decrease in the income of the population, the need to change their place of resi-
dence due to evacuation created conditions for the deterioration of the criminal
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situation. The process and results of the mobilization of society to counteract
criminal crime in difficult socio-economic conditions are of particular relevance
not only for historical science, but also for modern law enforcement practices and
improving the level of legal knowledge of citizens.

The studied territory — the Middle Volga region, which included the Kuibyshev
and Ulyanovsk regions, during the Great Patriotic War was a single economic
region of the RSFSR. In the cities, industry was concentrated, working for the
needs of defense. Up to 70% of the population lived in rural areas and were
employed in the agricultural sector. Large traffic flows passed through the Middle
Volga region — river communication along the Volga River, as well as the V.V.
Kuibyshev railway, which connected the central regions of the country with the
Ural and Siberian regions [7. P. 58]. Also in the first months of the war, the cities
of Kuibyshev and Ulyanovsk became the place of evacuation of the USSR gov-
ernment, central executive and judicial authorities, embassies of foreign states,
and the city of Kuibyshev acquired the unofficial name of the "reserve capital of
the USSR". Therefore, it was very important for the state to maintain a prosper-
ous criminal situation on the territory of the Middle Volga region.

The main historical sources for the research work were previously unpub-
lished archival documents from the funds of the Samara Regional State Archive
of Socio-Political History and the State Archive of the Contemporary History of
the Ulyanovsk region. For the most part, these are documents of the police, as
well as regional committees of the CPSU(b).

1. Personnel of the police in the Middle Volga region during the Great
Patriotic War of 1941-1945. According to the practice of combating crimi-
nal crime established in the USSR at the end of the 1930s, the police's area of
responsibility included the suppression of criminal acts, the protection of public
order, patrol duty, and the detention of criminals. Before the war, the police of the
Middle Volga region employed more than two thousand employees. The police
system included departments of criminal investigation, combating economic
crimes (combating the theft of socialist property), district commissioners who
were responsible for observing the rule of law in the territory entrusted to them,
and street patrol units. The structure of the police and the number of employees
made it possible to prevent the deterioration of the criminal situation, to stop the
development of violent and economic crime in the region.

In the first months of the war, most of the experienced police officers volun-
tarily went to the war fronts Thus, in the first two weeks of the war, 270 police
officers of the Kuibyshev region went to the front, which amounted to 20% of the
total number of employees. By September, the number of conscripts in the active
army amounted to 570 people [3. P. 98]. More than 40% of police officers left the
territory of the Ulyanovsk region for the active army [5. P. 67]. To mitigate the
consequences of the shortage of police officers, the working day was increased
from 8 to 12 hours a day. In addition, all police personnel refused to take days
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off before the war. However, this did not bring tangible results. All vacant places
were occupied by older people who came to the service from 45 to 51 years old.
However, in addition to their advanced age, these cadres did not have the neces-
sary service experience. As a result, most of the newly hired employees left the
service, unable to cope with the volume of work and the tasks facing them. By
1943, the turnover of personnel in the police of the Middle Volga region reached
50% of the total personnel (1).

The general decline in the number and deterioration of the professionalism
of police officers in the Middle Volga region was complicated by the increased
importance of the territory for the entire USSR. Thus, by January 1942, the num-
ber of residents of the cities of Kuibyshev and Ulyanovsk had doubled com-
pared to the pre-war period. The largest defense industrial enterprises, cultural
values, research organizations, as well as bodies and institutions of the central
executive and judicial authorities were evacuated to the territory of the Middle
Volga region. Only these conditions required a significant increase in the num-
ber of police officers. For example, on December 9, 1941 the Ulyanovsk City
Committee of the CPSU (b) sent a petition to the Deputy People's Commissar
of Internal Affairs Merkulov with a request to increase the additional allocation
to the staff of the city police department of the positions of deputy head of the
Department for operational Work and senior operational commissioner of the
department for combating economic crimes (2).

Despite the significant shortage of personnel in the police, the regions of the
Middle Volga region assisted in staffing the police territories liberated from Nazi
occupation. For example, the NKVD Directorate for the Kuibyshev region in
June 1942 asked the Ulyanovsk City Party Committee to select 5 people from
among Komsomol girls with an education of at least seven years of school to
send them to work in the NKVD bodies of the liberated regions (3). In 1943 the
Astradamovsky district police department of the Ulyanovsk region received a
request for the provision of three qualified people from the district police com-
missioner and above for the recruitment of police bodies of republics and regions
liberated from enemy troops. Preference was given to those workers whose rel-
atives lived in the liberated territory. Responsibility for the professional skills of
the expelled workers was assigned to the head of the district police department
(4). By 1944 the number of police officers recalled from the Middle Volga region
to serve in the regions liberated from the invaders has acquired large volumes.
For example, in 1944, in the Ulyanovsk region, out of 29 replaced senior police
officers, 14 were seconded to the liberated regions. In total, 28,5% of the oper-
ational staff of the police units of the Kuibyshev and Ulyanovsk regions were
transferred to the staff of the employees' bodies. As a result, such a large number
of seconded workers caused tension in solving the daily tasks facing the police.
Having taken care of this problem, the Ulyanovsk Regional Committee of the
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CPSU(b) was forced to send a letter to the People's Commissar of Internal Affairs
with a request to stop the recall of police officers from the Ulyanovsk region (5).

Naturally, with a significant shortage of the number of police officers, the
internal order of the service was significantly violated by multiple personnel
changes. For example, cases have become frequent when the authorities did not
warn the policeman about the upcoming duty, or the policeman could be on duty
for several days in a row (6). The situation was further aggravated by local party
organizations that tried, without the knowledge of the regional police depart-
ments, either to transfer policemen from one district to another, or even to move
them to work in executive authorities and economic organizations. Most of the
police officers had a secondary professional education and were valued as heads
of civil institutions. The reshuffle of employees took place until April 1943, when
by a joint decision the regional committees of the CPSU (b) and the regional
police departments banned such actions without obtaining their own sanctions
(7).

Despite all the efforts of local authorities, it was not possible to completely
eliminate the shortage of personnel in police units. For example, in 1944, out of
100 people who applied for admission to the service, only 69 people passed the
entrance tests. The training of new personnel was also difficult. Due to the mil-
itary conditions, the number of police educational institutions in the USSR has
halved, and the number of cadets studying in them has decreased fourfold. The
Kuibyshev Regional Police School, which provided training for the Kuibyshev
and Ulyanovsk regions, was also closed [8. P. 11]. A way out of this situation
was found in the system of internal training of employees, which was carried out
by the most experienced senior police officers. For example, in the Ulyanovsk
region, internal training and retraining of employees was carried out through a
system of short-term courses, permanent educational circles and thematic sem-
inars. To improve the professional competencies of the police officers, a com-
mander's training lasting 8 hours was carried out weekly. In 1944, 373 police
officers were trained using a system of short - term courses in the Ulyanovsk
region (8).

Summing up the analysis of the personnel of the police, it should be noted the
following. On January 1, 1943, 870 policemen worked in the Ulyanovsk region
instead of 949 (9). By January 1, 1945, their number had decreased to 823 peo-
ple. At the same time, 205 police officers had up to one year of work experience,
419 had worked for less than two years. Thus, more than 75,8% of the police
officers of the Ulyanovsk region were represented by new employees who did not
have the necessary experience in combating crime. Such cadres required a lot of
work to improve their professional skills. In addition, due to the extreme shortage
of personnel, the police of the Ulyanovsk region was staffed by a large number
of older people. So then, 256 employees were over 40 years old, 154 employees
were over 50 years old (10). In the Kuibyshev region, the situation with police
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personnel was also very difficult. By January 1945, the shortage of personnel was
300 policemen. More than 60% of the police personnel were unskilled young
employees. In addition, 589 older people served among the policemen (11). Thus,
throughout the entire period of the Great Patriotic War of 1941-1945 in the ter-
ritory of the Middle Volga region, there was both a shortage of the required staff
of police officers and a decrease in their professional composition. Unable to
replenish the staff of police officers already in the first months of the war, the
authorities were forced to turn to the civilian population for help in carrying out
the tasks facing the police.

2. Police assistance brigades and public order protection groups. In the
pre-war period in the USSR there was an experience of involving the public in
the fight against criminal crime. At the grassroots organizations of the police —
departments and district departments, since 1932, police assistance brigades have
been created (12). In the documents, the brigades were referred to abbreviated
as "brigadmil", and the members of the brigades were called "brigadmillets".
Members of the brigade could count on the issuance of weapons at the time of
duty, which provided for the need for special training [6. P. 123]. Members of the
brigades participated in detours of settlements to identify criminals and bandits,
during searches as witnesses or guards, were on duty at police stations, carried
out guard duty, escorted the arrested, and also observed order in places of mass
gathering of citizens [4. P. 1342].

Police assistance brigades were important in the conditions of personnel star-
vation. Already in September 1941, the Kuibyshev Regional Department of the
People's Commissariat of Internal Affairs insisted on the immediate reformation
of the police assistance brigades due to the fact that a certain part of the public was
mobilized into the active army. Constant educational work was carried out with
the members of the teams. The police did not disclose operational techniques,
but taught them the basics of Soviet law, methods of operational surveillance,
identification and detention of violators of public order and suspicious persons.
Members of the brigades regularly attended physical and rifle training classes. In
addition, in wartime conditions, the police assistance brigades were considered as
a school for replenishing the police personnel reserve, especially for ordinary and
junior commanders [2. P. 278]. In the Middle Volga region, the work on the crea-
tion of brigades was more successful in cities. Thus, by March 1942, 53 members
of brigades were working in Ulyanovsk at the city administration and three police
departments. Seven of them were constantly employed in the street patrol service,
the rest were on duty in shifts at police stations. With the help of police officers
and independently, members of brigades in the city of Ulyanovsk detained more
than 100 criminals who committed criminally punishable acts during the period
from July 1941 to February 1942 (13).

A prerequisite for the creation of a police assistance brigade was its organ-
ization at the district police department. In large cities of the Middle Volga
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region — in Kuibyshev, Ulyanovsk, Syzran there were several police departments,
and in rural areas of the Middle Volga region departments were located in district
centers. As a result, the police assistance brigade could carry out its functions
only within the boundaries of the district center, and all villages that were part of
the district remained outside their authority. At the same time, more than 70% of
the population of the Middle Volga region lived in rural areas, and therefore, this
territory had to be subjected to tighter supervision. The solution was found in the
creation of public order protection groups. They had similar powers and respon-
sibilities to the police assistance brigades. Public order protection groups were
formed and operated not at police stations, but at settlements, at large industrial
enterprises and even collective farms. First of all, this made it possible to neutral-
ize the lack of personnel in the police in rural areas. Secondly, this was also the
reason for the massive involvement of civilians in the fight against crime.

During the first 6 months of 1942, public order groups were organized in all
cities and villages on the territory of the Kuibyshev region. The total number of
members of these groups was 15970 people. In total, they detained more than
two thousand persons who committed crimes and offenses. Among the detain-
ees, 540 people committed criminal offenses, 459 deserted from the Red Army,
332 people evaded mobilization into the active army, 787 people did not have
documents with them and violated the current passport regime. Thus, in June
1942, in the Bolshechernigovsky district of the Kuibyshev region, members of
the public order protection group detained two unknown persons who did not
have documents with them. During the investigative measures, it was established
that both were deserters, had firearms with them and committed a number of rob-
beries of villagers (14).

By the beginning of the summer months of 1943, public order protection
groups were established in all settlements of the Ulyanovsk region. 5,653 peo-
ple were involved in these groups. During 1943, 698 thieves, 79 hooligans,
127 deserters from the Red Army and 793 people who committed other crimi-
nal acts were detained by members of public order protection groups within the
borders of the Ulyanovsk region. By January 1945, in the Ulyanovsk region, the
number of public order protection groups amounted to over 7 thousand people. In
1944, they were able to detain 2,246 criminals and violators of public order (15).

In addition to the main tasks of daily patrolling the area and monitoring the
protection of public order, members of the police assistance brigades partici-
pated in mass verification activities against the population. The need for such
events was caused by a number of circumstances. Firstly, large internal migra-
tions of the population that occurred during the war, evacuation, mobilization
of villagers to work in industry did not allow in all cases to carry out the cor-
rect registration actions. Consequently, the police and executive authorities
could not have the correct information about the number and composition of
residents living within the boundaries of the settlement. Secondly, during the
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verification of documents, persons who were wanted for committing criminal
offenses were identified. Thirdly, mass verification measures made it possible
to identify deserters and evaders from military service, who posed a particular
danger to the population. Desertion and evasion of military service during the
war were regarded as a criminal offense, therefore deserters, evading justice, led
an illegal lifestyle. In addition, in the conditions of the planned and distributive
economy of the USSR, the deserter could not count on receiving or purchasing
food and clothing. As a result, most of the deserters embarked on the path of
theft and robbery, committing serious criminal offenses. Deserters often gathered
in criminal gangs that terrorized villages, robbed and killed local residents, and
committed violent crimes. Considering that the average number of policemen in
the territory of the Kuibyshev and Ulyanovsk regions did not exceed 2,3 thou-
sand people, it was impossible to carry out checks of the population exclusively
by the police. In January 1942, the police assistance brigades and public order
protection groups were focused on fighting deserters. One of the reasons was the
unflattering assessment of the first secretary of the Ulyanovsk City Committee of
the CPSU(b) Grebnev in relation to the police, who could not organize the pub-
lic to identify persons who evaded mobilization. As a result of the work carried
out, more than 60 deserters were identified in Ulyanovsk in two months of 1942
(16). In 1944, a widespread population check was carried out in the Kuibyshev
region. More than a thousand police officers and more than 15 thousand members
of police assistance brigades and public order protection groups took part in it.
During several days of verification measures, they managed to identify and detain
138 deserters and more than 3 thousand people who evaded conscription into the
active army (17).

Members of police assistance brigades and public order protection groups
were rewarded with awards and prizes for their successful work. For example,
in 1943, 19 people were encouraged in the Kuibyshev region, and 7 people were
encouraged in the Ulyanovsk region. The most significant cases of detention of
criminals were covered in local newspapers. Many members of the police assis-
tance brigades in the post-war period received the necessary professional educa-
tion and joined law enforcement agencies. It should be taken into account that
the police assistance brigades and public order protection groups had sufficiently
broad powers to actively suppress crimes, in particular, they had the right to detain
persons suspected of committing criminal acts, had the necessary weapons, and
had legal knowledge. The positive experience of both public organizations was
highly appreciated, and in the post-war period they continued their activities. In
the 1960s, they were transformed into public order squads, and their members
became known as "vigilantes".

3. Fighter battalions and militia units. Fighter battalions and militia units
were originally created not to fight crime, but to participate in defensive military
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operations. However, the territory of the Middle Volga region was not frontline,
so both organizations were used to strengthen preventive anti-criminal measures.

Fighter battalions began to be created in the Kuibyshev and Ulyanovsk
regions from June 30, 1941 (18). The fighter battalion was an independent com-
bat unit, numbering 100-200 people. The battalion consisted of two to five fighter
groups of 10 to 15 people, communication and warning departments, intelligence
and surveillance departments, as well as a sanitary department of 5-7 people. The
age of the battalion's fighters ranged from 18 to 45 years. They were subordinate
to the district departments of the People's Commissariat of Internal Affairs. The
battalion was assigned transport at the rate of 1 horse in harness for 3-4 people,
1 car for 15 people. Weapons were issued to the battalion's soldiers at the threat
of the outbreak of hostilities, or when the battalion was on patrol. A 60—hour
training program was also compiled, which included both drill, physical and rifle
training, and 19-hour tactical classes (19). In December 1941, the Kuibyshev
Regional Committee of the CPSU(b) and the regional executive committee
issued a repeated resolution on the organization of fighter battalions. It stipu-
lated that the Kuibyshev region is not a frontline, therefore, fighter battalions of
permanent basing will not be created. According to this resolution, for example,
on December 14, 1941, the Astradamovsky district committee of the CPSU(b)
adopted a resolution on the creation of a fighter battalion in the area with a total
of 90 people from communists, Komsomol members and trade union members.
As transport, the detachment used 30 horses allocated from collective farms,
machine and tractor stations, party organizations and executive authorities (20).

Separate fighter battalions were formed in the cities. For example, by
December 30, 1941, 3 fighter battalions were formed in Ulyanovsk. The first of
them was formed from 39 organizations and included 200 people. There was a
fighter battalion of 100 people at the Ulyanovsk railway station and a battalion of
200 people in the Zavolzhsky district of Ulyanovsk, formed from 200 workers of
the largest defense plant No. 3 named Volodarsky (21). Fighters of fighter battal-
ions took special combat training classes for 3 hours 3 times a week on the job.
Initially, fighter battalions, as paramilitary volunteer formations, were created to
protect important military and economic objects of the rear, to combat sabotage
and reconnaissance groups of the enemy. However, the territory of the Middle
Volga region was not frontline. Therefore, by the autumn of 1941, the main task
of the fighter battalions was patrolling the territories and assisting the police in
maintaining public order (22).

Units of the People's militia also carried out counteraction to crime on the
territory of the Ulyanovsk region during the Great Patriotic War. Despite the
colossal workload, even the militia's security service at night did not exempt
them from their main work (23). In the Middle Volga region, the people's mili-
tia was created in the period from July 8 to August 10. The Kuibyshev regional
Committee of the CPSU(b) made calculations in which the number of the militia
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was to be 1 battalion (600 people) to a rural or urban area. However, by the end
of July, the average number of militia in each district reached a unit of a reg-
iment consisting of 3 battalions. By about August 10-12, the formation of the
militia was completed. Combat training classes were conducted with members
of the people's militia units. One of the main tasks of the people's militia in the
Middle Volga region was the protection of the most important objects of state
power, as well as important economic objects: warehouses and barns, currents,
crops in the fields (24). The militia carried out watch duty outside of working
hours in those places designated by Soviet and party organizations, as well as by
the command of the people's militia units together with the heads of collective
farms, state farms, machine and tractor stations, various enterprises, institutions
and organizations. Groups of 4-6 people were mainly used on duty. For example,
in the Kuzovatovsky district, by the beginning of August 1941, 44 units of the
people's militia with a total of 1,600 people were created. They took the oil depot,
the railway, the institutions of the district center, collective farm fields, ware-
houses and farms under protection. In the Melekessky district, militia fighters
were used to protect crops in the field. In the Staro-Mainsky district, the militia
took the buildings of the bank, the district council of workers' deputies, and some
other important objects under protection. In addition, the militia carried out night
duty at the place of work. The militia carried out guard duty in accordance with
the requirements of the charter of the garrison service of the Red Army (25).
According to the resolution of the plenum of the Supreme Court of the USSR
of July 28, 1941, upon joining the people's militia, a person became liable for
committing any crime to the court of a military tribunal, not a civil court, and for
violating the established order in the units of the people's militia was responsible
under the provision on military crimes (26).

The fact of heavy security against the background of a reduction in the num-
ber of police officers gives reason to talk about the positive impact of the activities
of the people's militia on the prevention of criminal offenses. One way or another,
the People's militia influenced property crimes and hooliganism to reduce prop-
erty crimes and hooliganism (27).

It should be noted that the fighters of the People's militia and fighter battal-
ions, in addition to protection, performed other important functions. For example,
in cities and large towns, the militia was responsible for overseeing the blackout.
In wartime, violation of the blackout regime was equated to a criminal offense,
since the light in the windows at night could serve as a pointer for enemy aircraft.
Fighters of the fighter battalions, who knew the area where they lived, took part
in constant patrolling of the vast forests of the Middle Volga region. This helped
to improve the fight against deserters, as well as with recidivist criminals who
were wanted. In general, it was the observation work of the people's militia units
and fighter battalions that was extremely necessary for the police. For example,
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in 1942-1943, more than 300 wanted persons were detained by members of two
public organizations on the territory of the Middle Volga region.

The successful actions of the extermination battalions and units of the peo-
ple's militia were covered in the local periodical press. For example, in the
Kuibyshev regional newspaper "Volzhskaya Commune" for July 28, 1943, an
article was published in which it was reported about the raids carried out by the
militia in Kuibyshev. Thus, the militia identified yards and households that were
not prepared for possible fires during enemy air raids, and corrected the situation.
A month later, the same newspaper published an article about the combing of for-
ests by fighter battalions in the Samara Luka area, where they managed to detain
18 persons previously wanted for criminal offenses.

Conclusion. During the harsh years of the Great Patriotic War, there was a
steady practice of involving the population in the fight against criminal crime.
As a result, the state added two organizations to the police that actively coun-
teract crime — these are police assistance brigades and public order protection
groups, as well as two more responsible for preventive measures — these are
fighter battalions and militia units. The effectiveness of the organized work of
the civilian population to combat the spread of criminal crime was to improve
the criminogenic situation in the Middle Volga region. Thus, in the Kuibyshev
region, the total number of crimes decreased by 31% during the war years. In
the Ulyanovsk region, the number of assaults during the same period decreased
by 57,9%, premeditated murders decreased by 50%, property crimes by 65%.
At the same time, the detection rate of registered crimes by the police increased
from 73,2% to 84,8% (28). In addition to the real effect, the results were also
brought by a massive improvement in the legal literacy of the population. In the
conditions of modern urbanization, the constant increase in the urban population
and the growth of crime associated with these processes, the studied experience
of attracting the population to the active suppression and prevention of criminal
crime can be of significant benefit in normalizing the criminogenic situation.

NOTES:

. State Archive of Contemporary History of Ulyanovsk Region (SACHUR).
.In. 1. F. 1982. Sh. 5.; F. 1979. Sh. 12

.SACHUR.F. 13.In. 1. F. 1891. Sh. 177.

.SACHUR. F. 13. In. 1. F. 1937. Sh. 70.

.SACHUR. F. 24. In. 1. F. 148. Sh. 94.

.SACHUR.F. 8. In. 1. F. 207. Sh. 1.

.SACHUR.F. 13. In. 1. F. 1979. Sh. 5.

.SACHUR. F. 24. In. 1. F. 148. Sh. 65.
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11. Samara Regional State Archive of Socio-Political History (SRSASPH). F.
656. In. 24. F. 26. Sh. 158.
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13. SACHUR. F. 13. In. 1. F. 1949. Sh. 62.
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