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OJIVBAKAHOJIE OJIYMHIE SMMAHYJJIb
acnupanm Poccutickozo ynusepcumema
OpyoicOvl Hapooos, Hueepus, 2. Abydoica

JUHAMUKA HCJIAMCKOI'O 9KCTPEMU3MA
B CTPAHAX A®PUKHU K IOT'Y OT CAXAPBI!

Ilepcnexmuea npespawenun Agppuxu x w2y om Caxapwl 6 naayoapm 01a
0ICECMOYEHHO2O CONEPHUYECNBA MEeNHCOY UCLAMUCTICKUMU IKCIPEMUCHICKU-
MU SPYNRUPOBKAMU, KOMOPAS 8 NPOULIOM 8bI2ISI0eNd HeONPEeOeleHHOU, menepb
cmanosumes peanvHocmoto. Hciamckoe eocyoapemeo (MI) ucnvimeisaem éce
bonvutee dagienue co CMoOPOHbL MENCOYHAPOOHOU AHMUMEPPOPUCTNIULECKOL KO-
anuyuu Ha Brusicnem Bocmoke u uwem Hogvle meppumopuu OJis BPOOONHCEHUS
IKCMPEMUCMCKOTU OesTMEeNbHOCMU U COXPAHEHUS C80UX NOZUYULL 80 21ase 2100aTb-
H020 Oxcuxada. B smom omuowenuu pecuon k 102y om Caxapvl ocmaemcs yss-
BUMbIM, NOCKONILKY 30€Ch CYWeCcmayen yepo3a Mupy, 6e30nacHocmu, npasam ye-
JI0BEKA U BEPXOBEHCMBY NPAsd, OMCYMCMEYen CMmaduibHOCHb, SKOHOMUYECKULL
npoepecc u npomvluiiennoe pasgumue. Teppopucmuueckue u SKCMpemMucmceKue
SPYNRUPOBKU, HE CEA3AHHbIE C 20CYOAPCMBEHHBIMU CIPYKIYPAMU, NPOOOIIHCA-
IOM pacmu u aKmueU3UPOBAMbCsL 8 PAIIUYHBIX YACMAX CYOpecuoHa u3z-3a beo-
HOCmU, c1ab020 YNpaesieHus, MetCOOUWUHHOU HANPIHCEHHOCMU, HEPABEHCMEa
u bespabomuywl cpedu monooedxcu. OHu 0Cywecmensiiom oo He3aKOHHYIO Oesi-
MEIbHOCMb, UCNONb3YSL HOBbLE MEXHOL02UU (COYUANbHbLE cemu) OISl NPUGTEYeHUs
HosoOpanyes. Ilpu smom HeoOX00UMO umems 8 8Udy yepo3vl U NPUOPUMEMHbLE
ROMPeOHOCIU KaXCOOU CIMPAHbL U Pe2UOHA, NOCKOIbKY He CYUecmsyem YHUugep-
CanbHO20 pewenus, Komopoe co30a8ao bbl OCHOBY 0Jisl NPOYHO2O NAPMHEPCMEA
¢ Poccuetl u peanuzayuu ee nogecmku OHs RO UCKOPEHEHUIO MeppopuU3Md.

Knwuesvie cnosa: Agppuxa x 102y om Caxapul, ucnamckuil skcmpemusm, Poc-
cust, meppopusm, SALWs.

! The research project is supported by the Russian Science Foundation, grant Ne 19-18-00155
“Islamist extremism in the context of international security: Threats for Russia and opportunities
for counteraction”.
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THE DYNAMICS OF ISLAMIC
EXTREMISM IN SUB-SAHARAN AFRICA!

The prospect of turning sub-Saharan Africa into a springboard for a bitter
rivalry between Islamist extremist groups, which looks vague in the past, is be-
coming a reality. The Islamic State (IS) is under increasing pressure from the
international anti-terrorist coalition in the Middle East and is looking for new
territories to continue extremist activities and maintain its position as the leader
of the global jihad. The Sub-Saharan region remains vulnerable as threats to
peace, security, human rights, and the rule of law are undermined, hiding stabil-
ity, economic progress, and industrial development. Violent non-state actors such
as terrorists and extreme violent groups continue to increase in different parts
of the sub-region due to poverty, weak governance, inter-community tensions,
inequality, youth unemployment, illicit activity, and the use of new technologies
(social media) to enhance recruitment. However, it is necessary to understand
each country and region S threats and priority needs, as there is no one-size-fits-
all solution, which consolidates a solid partnership with Russia and its agenda
to eradicate terrorism.

Key words: Sub-Saharan Africa, Islamist extremism, Russia, Terrorism, Con-
flict, SALWs.

Introduction. Radicalism or extremism can take many forms. In the religious
sense, the distinctions between extremists and moderate Muslims are generally
minimal. Nevertheless, in the world perception, radical Muslims (Islamists) con-
trast with moderate Muslims. Likewise, this observation holds for radical Christians
versus moderates. Although the terms radical and extremist may seem pejorative,
certain Islamist groups and cells in the Middle East and Africa are officially classi-
fied as radical and extremist because they are irrefutable. In addition, the terms radi-
cal and extremist are often used interchangeably when referring to Islamist terrorist
organizations. In today’s political rhetoric, terrorists are, in fact, extremists. In any
case, both terms are acceptable when it comes to this Islamist-terrorist ideology.
However, it should be noted that radical extremists also exist.

! The research project is supported by the Russian Science Foundation, grant Ne 19-18-00155
“Islamist extremism in the context of international security: Threats for Russia and opportunities
for counteraction”.
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The whole world is becoming more and more aware of Islamic extremism,
which threatens its opponents. Islamic extremism means unwavering faith in a
transcendent divinity, with a militant and political ideology whose aim is to create
a world community, a caliphate, which means an Islamic state for Muslim be-
lievers. Islamists govern their community strictly under Sharia law, and they are
sometimes hostile to anyone who does not follow Sharia as they interpret it. The
history of Jihad goes back to the words and actions of Muhammad and the texts
of the Koran. These passages encouraged the use of Jihad against non-Muslims.
Jihad in the Quran was initially intended for close neighbours of Muslims, but
with globalization, more enemies have appeared, and the Quran’s statements of
Jihad have been updated for new adversaries. The desire to engage in Jihad, go
to war in a foreign land against the non-Muslim enemy, or flawed Muslim makes
this ideology very dangerous [7. P. 65-105]. Jihad encourages people to take up
arms, engage in terrorism, and kill innocent people in the name of Sharia. Islamic
extremism is an oppressive, violent, and perilous ideology for many reasons. Ji-
had is often associated with Islamic extremism who belong to the denomination
of Islam Salafi.

Forensic psychiatrist and former US foreign service officer Marc Sageman
conducted intensive biographical data on 172 jihad participants. His study found
that social media, like close family and friendship relationships, inspires young
Muslims to radicalize, join Jihad, and kill [8]. This investigation contradicts pre-
vious thoughts that linked behavioural disorders and emotional disturbances such
as poverty, trauma, insanity, depression, or ignorance, as causes and incitement
to participate in Islamic extremism. This discovery proves that these terrorist
cells are much more stable and organized than expected. In addition, activists use
Jihad as a war of retaliation against actors who allegedly harmed Muslims, which
allows them to decide who, when, and where to attack subjectively. This has led
them to develop a mentality that says Islam is under attack and must be defended.
It is a powerful argument that they use to weave a set of conflicts worldwide and
then attribute attacks on Islam to the Western world [9]. In response, radical or
extremist Muslims believe they can justify recruiting radical fighters and retaliate
with their frenzied attacks. Islamic extremists terrorize sub-Sahara through their
various bombings, hijacking, kidnapping, executions, and occupations of sover-
eign territories such as Somalia, Mali, Nigeria, and the Lake Chad Basin.

While many research and reports have been carried out and analysed to un-
derstand the causes of jihadist radicalisation. On the other hand, Sub-Saharan Af-
rica is a significant target for violent extremist groups as it provides a favourable
climate. Furthermore, highly violent Islamist movements such as Boko Haram,
Al Shabab, Al Qaeda, and the Islamic State-West Africa Province (ISWAP) are
rife with a fertile ground for operation and recruitment. A recent UN report enti-
tled “Journey to Extremism in Africa” sheds exciting light on the motives which
push young Africans towards jihad. The study is based on 718 interviews, mainly
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conducted in prisons or detention centres in Somalia, Nigeria, Kenya, and Sudan
prisons or detention centres. The first group of interviewees comprises 495 peo-
ple who have voluntarily joined terrorist groups, especially Boko Haram, Al
Shabab, and the Islamic State. The second group brings together 72 people who
claim to have been forced to join the extremists. The final group consists of 145
people (reference group) who have never been members of such organisations.
Understanding the origin of Islamic extremist groups in sub-Saharan Af-
rica. The extremist groups originating in Africa are Boko Haram, al-Qaeda, al-
Shabaab, and the MUJAO (Movement for Oneness (unity) and Jihad in West Af-
rica). These organizations are based mainly in Niger, Nigeria, Somalia, and Mali.
All these movements are different from each other. Al-Shabaab is today a trans-
national movement, although essentially formed at the origin of Salafi fighters. In
Nigeria, Boko Haram is a movement that is part of the local millennial tradition,
which relies on a social base of the impoverished and illiterate populations. MU-
JAO was invested by Tuareg leaders, as well as by townspeople or peasants from
northern Mali and by Mauritanian Islamists. The prominent extremist Islamist
organizations in Africa all emerged after 2000, later than the resurgence of Arab
groups. While many Muslims have adapted to the global changes resulting from
Western globalization, industrialization and modernization, some Muslims have
opposed it. Instead of adapting and accepting the changing times, they created a
rigid ideology embedded in the values and laws of the fundamentalist Islamist
Quran. The use of terrorism to advance political agenda or engage in jihad be-
gan in the 1970s and 1980s on the Arabian Peninsula and Iran. The first modern
international jihadist attack was the strike on the American Embassy in Beirut
on April 18, 1983, and six months later, the bombing of barracks of the Amer-
ican Marines and the French military [4]. During the last two decades, Islamic
terrorism has become increasingly common, with hostage situations, hijackings,
attacks, and a nexus with other organised criminal groups in sub-Saharan Africa.
The time frame under synopsis, September 2019, had an identical incidence
of terrorist and violent extremist activities, with a significant surge in the num-
ber of Islamic extremism terrorist-related fatalities compared with the previous
period. Compared to the preceding period, which reported the same number of
assaults with 250 deaths, this time reported 78 assaults that resulted in 383 cau-
salities. Islamist extremist terrorist attacks increased significantly in Central Afri-
ca compared to the beginning of September; West and Southern Africa had minor
rises, while East and North Africa saw a reduction. Terrorism and violent extrem-
ism are major destabilizing elements in the sub-region. Terrorist and violent ex-
tremist organizations, mostly [S-affiliated militias, have grown more coordinated
and persistent. The Islamic State in Somalia (ISS) uploaded photographs of its
Daoud al Somali training camp on social media platform on 21st September to
boost enlistment and resurrect the group’s activities [5. P. 995-1001]. Further-
more, IS (Islamic State) in Central Africa has linked Islamic State in the Greater
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Sahara (ISGS) attacks to ISWAP. However, the lack of any official announcement
of an alliance or coordination between the ISGS and ISWAP spotlights all ISGS
assaults without linking them to ISWAP.

General Trend: Terrorist Attacks and Casualties. Thirty-four assaults oc-
curred in the Sahel region, resulting in 130 deaths. In Burkina Faso, 22 accidents
resulted in 60 fatalities. During this time, there was an increase in assaults, main-
ly in Bam province. Attacks in ten communities claimed the lives of 45 individ-
uals. Bam province borders Soum province, which has seen a surge in Islamist
extremism assaults. However, no organization has taken credit for most of the
assaults. JNIM, ISGS, and Ansarul Islam operate in the nation, using similar tac-
tics and making it impossible to differentiate between the groups’ activities. Mali
had 12 incidents that culminated in 70 deaths, the most lethal of which occurred
on September 30 in the Mopti district, when Ansarul Islam extremists stormed a
military barracks, killing 40 persons, including 25 Mali Armed Forces (FAMa)
troops and 15 terrorists. Four additional FAMa employees were hurt, and 60 oth-
ers were missing. In addition, the terrorists set fire to 22 military vehicles and a
substantial stockpile of arms and ammao.

During this time, the Lake Chad Basin experienced 14 assaults. Two of the
assaults occurred in Chad, while 12 occurred in Nigeria. While the two assaults
on the soldiers in Kaiga Kindjiria, Chad, resulted in no casualties, the 12 assaults
in Nigeria resulted in 81 deaths. During this time, ISWAP was by far the most
aggressive terrorist group in the region. The groups’ actively target government
and security agencies. Nine of the 12 assaults were ascribed to ISWAP resulted
in 71 deaths, including 49 troops, one police officer, and 21 civilians. The most
notable incident occurred in Borno State, when insurgents detonated an IED on a
military truck, killing 17 troops. The primary area of activity for ISWAP is in the
Lake Chad Basin to the East. Nevertheless, the organization appears to be moving
inward toward Borno state, focusing on former Boko Haram operating territory.
It was also reported that ISWAP was routinely hitting army convoys with IEDs
during this period.

Somalia has been one of the main countries targeted by terrorists, whilst there
has been a decrease in attacks; on the other hand, there is an increase in deaths
compared to the prior period. Previously, there were 17 assaults and 65 deaths,
in a total of nine assaults and 77 deaths. Al Shabaab’s adaptability and ability to
coordinate made it easy to accomplish complex missions and operations. On Sep-
tember 22, near El Salini hamlet in the Lower Shabelle area, terrorists detonated
an explosives-laden truck inside a Somali National Army (SNA) military base,
followed by a shootout. Thirty-five soldiers and thirteen insurgents were killed,
with another 18 soldiers wounded. El-Salin base was one of four SNA bases
recovered on August 6 in the Lower Shabelle region during the military opera-
tion. Notwithstanding counter-terrorism actions in Somalia that have weakened
Al Shabab, the terrorist group continues to thrive.
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In Central Africa, 13 assaults were registered, resulting in 44 deaths. All the
assaults occurred in the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC). The Ituri and
North Kivu provinces remain the epicentres of conflict in the Democratic Re-
public of the Congo. Between September 17 and September 18, unknown armed
terrorists assaulted three villages in Ituri province, killing 27 people. The same
day, armed militias raided an Internally Displace Peoples camp in Djugu, Ituri
province, killing two persons and injuring more. The security situation in the
DRC is worsening with the emergence of multiple armed organizations. On Sep-
tember 20, the suspected Congolese Patriotic Front invaded the Makoko commu-
nity in North Kivu and abducted 15 people for allegedly failing to pay monthly
taxes. Mozambique’s Cabo Delgado area is the epicentre of terrorist activity in
the region. Three assaults were documented, with 12 people killed. ISCAP was
blamed for all the assaults. IS, which initially claimed to be present in northern
Mozambique in June 2019, appears to be consolidating its position [1].

A feature of the activities of terrorist organizations in Africa is their high
mobility, which, in turn, is associated with the state of African borders: they are
practically transparent, especially in the Sahel zone. Thus, the successful sup-
pression of terrorism in Algeria in the late 1990s is primarily the result of the
flow of terrorists from Algeria to northern Mali across the completely transparent
borders in the Sahara.

Terrorist behaviour pattern. Terrorist organizations in Africa are increas-
ingly acting as a united front. Thus, during the transfer of Nigerian troops to Mali,
Boko Haram fighters fought with them, trying to resist them and prevent them
from entering Mali. At the last meeting of the UN Security Council on terrorism,
the Republic of Togo, which was directly confronted with the threat of a new
African terror, pointed out that individual terrorist groups are already starting to
form a “terrorist international”, taking root in several countries at once, as a result
of which it is currently challenging to draw a line between international and local
terrorism. The situation is aggravated by the fact that the activities of such ter-
rorist groups pose a serious threat to the efforts of the international community’s
peacekeeping missions [3. P. 203-222].

Several features can be distinguished in the activities of terrorist organiza-
tions in Africa:

1. Terrorist groups hinder, as already mentioned, the work of the UN and
African Union peacekeeping missions.

2. The terrorist threat in Africa is a product of political and religious extrem-
ism with organized crime. Africa can turn into a reservoir for the recruitment,
training, and financing of terrorists outside the Black Continent.

3. Terrorists can seize control over such strategic resources like oil, uranium,
diamonds, etc.

The activities of terrorist organizations in Africa are today discussed in the
UN Security Council (Al-Qaeda of the Islamic Maghreb, Ansar al-Din, Boko
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Table
Details of Attacks and Casualties from Terrorist Groups

Table 1. Means Emploved by Terrorist Groups
5 SALW IED Mixe Kidnapping Comment

>TOUP d
Al Shabaab 2 5 2 - IED were the preferred means by which al
Shabaab carrles out attacks. Five attacks by the
group involved IED, two attacks were SALW and
two attacks involved both SALW and IEDs.

Boko Haram | 2 - - - Boko Haram carrled out two attacks using
SALW.
ISWAP T 3 - 1 ISWAP carrled out 7 attacks using SALW and

three attacks using IED. The group was
responsible for one case of kidnapping.

ISGS 1 - - - ISGS carried out one attack using SALW.

ISCAP/ADF 6 - - 1 ISCAP/ADF carried out 6 attacks using SALW. |
The group was responsible for one case of
kidnapping.

Ansarul Islam | 2 - - - Ansarul Islam carried out two attacks using

| SALW. |
Other IS 2 1 - - Other IS affiliates in Egypt carried out two attacks
affiliates using SALW. One attack involved IEDs.
Unknown/ 31 B 1 T Unknown/Other groups used SALW in the
Other Groups majority of attacks. In 31 out of 43 attacks by

these groups, SALW were used. They used IEDs
in four attacks and both SALW and IEDs in one
attack. They were responsible for seven cases of

kidnapping.
Source: ACSRT Database. 2019
Terrorist Group Number | Number | Comments
of Attacks | of Deaths

ISWAP 11 72 ISWAP carrled out the highest number of attacks and
inflicted the highest number of casualtles. The group
carried out 11 attacks, killing 72 persons (21 clvilians, 51
Military/ Security forces).

Al Shabaab 9 45 Al Shabaab carried out nine attacks, killing 45 persons (10
Civilians, 35 Military/Security forces).

Ansarul Islam 2 27 Ansarul Islam carried out two attacks, killing 27 persons
(2 civilians, 25 Military/Security force).

ISCAP/ADF 7 18 ISCAP/ADF carried out seven attacks in Mozambique and
DRC, killing 18 persons (all civilians)

Other IS affiliates 3 10 Other IS affiliates in Egypt carried out three attacks killing
10 persons (1 Civillan; 9 Military/Security forces).

Bokoe Haram 2 9 Boko Haram carried out two attacks, killing nine persons
(all civilians).

ISGS 1 5 ISGS carried out one attack, killing five persons (all
Military/Security forces)

Other 43 116 43 attacks were carrled out by Unknown/Other groups.

Groups/Unknown This resulted in 116 deaths comprising 86 civilians and 30
Military/Security forces.

Source: ACSRT Database, 2019
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Haram) and the International Criminal Court (Lord’s Resistance Army) not give
any solution. Thus, even though the government of Uganda, the International
Criminal Court and the UN Security Council are fighting against the Lord’s Re-
sistance Army, they still cannot arrest any of the leaders of this organization, in
respect of whom international arrest warrants have been issued.

Russia peace and security framework. Based on the preceding, the Russian
leadership is carrying out a series of active and preventive measures to counter
this “plague of terrorist activity in the 21st century.” In the foreign policy area,
Russia managed to initiate in early February 2015 the adoption by the UN Secu-
rity Council of a resolution condemning “any participation in direct or indirect
trade in oil products and weapons, as well as block and oil refineries and similar
materiel to ISIS and other organizations associated with al-Qaeda.

Russia provides humanitarian assistance to most sub-Saharan countries, as
well as military-technical assistance to government authorities. Russia favours
more active involvement in actions against the Islamic State in sub-Sahara, finan-
cial monitoring of IS sponsors, supply of military weapons and logistics. External
isolation (blockade) would help significantly limit the mobilization and combat
capabilities of IS. Moscow realistically assesses the threat of the spread of the
ideas of Islamic extremism and the expansion of IS supporters in sub-Saharan
Africa. At the same time, it is considered that the Islamists skilfully use the loss of
confidence of the local population in the authorities, the high level of corruption,
the vacuum of ideology, and socio-economic difficulties (unemployment, pover-
ty, etc.). Through integration within the framework of African Union cooperation,
Russia plans to strengthen the sub-Sahara and establish closer cooperation with
them in various fields, including regional security [6. P. 158-170].

However, it is essential to specify that the African market represents a small
share of Russian sales (3% between 2012 and 2016) and includes only a few coun-
tries in sub-Saharan Africa (Eritrea, Ethiopia, Sudan, Uganda, Angola, Ghana,
and Nigeria). Although Russian weapons are very successful in the region, the
fact remains that most African states have small budgets. However, this does not
prevent specific arms dealers such as Rosoboronexport from strengthening their
positions since they see Africa as a growing market. In fact, this new trend was
observed because several Russian suppliers have decided to give this emerging
market a chance by adapting their offer: this ranges from the supply of old equip-
ment or services to the repair of equipment. To eventually become a destination
of choice, the African continent will have to experience a lasting acceleration
in its economic growth. Following these considerations, Moscow involvement
in sub-Saharan Africa as an essential supplier of weapons means strengthening
its agenda against [slamist extremist groups. Thus, the analyses consulted with-
in this study’s framework have concluded that Moscow’s intentions go beyond
combating violent extremist groups but rather global peace and security, as the
Russian Federation continues to assert itself on the international stage. However,
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military capabilities are closely linked to diplomatic influence [2]. Given such a
claim, Russia’s massive investment in its national military-industrial complex is
a strong statement towards combating and eradicating violent extremist groups.

Conclusion. In sum, insecurity and poor living standard in sub-Saharan Afri-
ca serves above all as a catalyst, often exploited by extremists to recruit and legit-
imize the use of violence. While in-depth social awareness can prevent extrem-
ism, the potential for radicalization in the sub-region will continue to increase in
the future. Because the African economy and population are growing, but so too
is inequality. While the internet plays a role in recruiting combatants in Africa,
its use could, in the future, contribute to the spread of extremist ideologies. Nec-
essary amendments are being made to Russian legislation and mechanisms for
implementing counter-terrorism measures. The Russian authorities are counting
on help in exposing the Islamist extremist ideology of ISIS. Thus, Russia plays
an essential role in the fight against attempts to further spread extremism and ter-
rorism, particularly radical or politicised Islam. There is a certain confidence that
the measures taken by Moscow will help minimise and control this “cancerous
tumour” of our time and prevent its further growth.
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