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KAMEPYHIIBI, TPAKIAHE EJUHOM CTPAHBI:
CBSI3b KAMEPYHA C ®PAHLIUEH
1 BEJJUKOBPUTAHUEN

B nauane 2016 200a 6 anenosswviunvix Cegepo-3anaonoii u FOzo0-3anaonoii
nposunyuax Kamepyna paspasuics kpusuc, KOmopblil cmai pe3yivmamom 0a6-
Hell U 6eYHOU «NpOONeMbl AHINOA3LIYHLIX NPOSUHYULLY 60 (DPAHKO2080psell
cmpane. Imom Kpu3suc, cepbe3no GAUAIOWULL HA IKOHOMUKY, NOTUMUKY U 0Oy e-
CMB0, HAYANCA ewje 8 Nepuod NONYYEHUs CMPAHOU He3ABUCUMOCU, d NPOBO3-
enaulenue He3a8UCUMOCIU MaK HAa3vleaemozo «Ambaszonckozoy eocyoapcmea
O3HAMEHOBANIO ICKANAYUIO KPUSUCA U CINATIO0 JTUlb NOCTeOHell Kaniell, Komopas
«cnomana cnuny 6eponooyy. beinu npunamel mepvl 015 paspewienus Kpusucd,
HO OHU KAXCYMCSA NPOCMO SULAHMAMU HA 2IUHAHBIX HO2AX, KOMOPble He OKA3ANU
CKONbKO-HUOYOb CYUjeCBEHHO20 NONONCUMENbHO20 8030eticmeus. Jlannas uc-
crnedosamenvekas paboma, 6 KOmopou Ovlil NPUMEHEeH KaueCmEenHblll Memoo Uc-
C1e0068anUs ¢ UCNONBL30BAHUEM OAHHBIX, NOLYYEHHBIX U3 OMYEMOs, 00CYIHCOeHU
6 QPOKyCc-2pynnax u uHmMepevio, CMpPEeMUMcst RPOOEMOHCMPUPOBAMb, UIMO CEPbe3-
HOe 8030elicmele npasumenbcmea Benukobpumanuu mo2no 6l okazamo 3Ha4u-
menbHoe GIUAHUE HA NPOYECT Pa3peuienus dmo2o KOHGIUKma.

Knroueesvie cnoea: K(lMepyHCKulZ Kpu3suc, aHZIZO}ZS’bl‘{HbllZ, npaea 4enoesexda,
A3bIKOBbLE npaea, pecuoHAllbHble UCCed08anusL.
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Assistant lecturer at the department of
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THE ONLY CAMEROONIANS:
CAMEROON’S FRENCH
AND THE BRITISH CONNECTION

The Anglophone crisis broke out in the North West and South West regions
of Cameroon in the early 2016 as a result of the longstanding and everlasting
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‘Anglophone Problem’ in the country. This crisis that is seriously affecting the
economy, politics and society dates as far back as the Independence period and
the proclamation of the Independence of the so-called “Ambazonian” state which
marked the escalation of the crisis was just the last straw that broke the camel’s
back. Measures have been taken to resolve the crisis but these appear to be simple
giants with feet-clay without any significant positive impact. This research paper
which adopted a qualitative research method with data collected from reports,
focus groups discussions and interviews, seeks to demonstrate that, the serious
implication of the British Government in the conflict resolution process could
have a significant impact.

Key words: Cameroon crisis ,Anglophone , Human Rights , language rights,
Regional studies.

The Anglophone Crisis is the most worrying socio-political crisis Cameroon
has ever experienced over the past two decades. Its effects in different spheres of
life call for concern. It is so preoccupying that it is being described as the “Rwan-
da in slow motion”. Reference is being made here to a very sad event that marked
the history of Rwanda: the 1994 genocide, in which a considerable number of
people lost their lives mostly in the Tutsi minority group. History has it that, in
that inter-ethnic fight, as many as 800,000 Tutsians were slaughtered by Hutu
extremists just in the space of a few months [2]. As it goes, the same phenomenon
is experienced in the Anglophone regions of Cameroon. The configuration of the
fight is almost the same as well as the modus operandi hence the necessity to take
the bull by the horns and find, by all means, adequate solution to end the crisis
while the iron is still hot. Yes, as facts show, it is more and more becoming a fight
between English-speaking and French-speaking Cameroonians.

The Anglophone crisis in Cameroon is considerably linked to the socio-polit-
ical history of the country with the growth of multiple frustrations of Anglophone
Cameroonians. It was the political recuperation of the corporatist demands of
lawyers and teachers in Cameroon in 2016 by dissident groups that contributed to
the transformation of a typical “social problem” into a real “Anglophone crisis”
that became an armed-conflict [3]. The current crisis could have had a favoura-
ble outcome if the government opted for a political solution. The government’s
arrogance, impetuosity and above all the military option aggravated the situa-
tion and encouraged the radicalisation of separatists and led to the escalation of
the crisis. Today, its multiple consequences require an urgent solution. Hence,
broadly speaking, the Anglophone crisis which we critically analyse in this article
illustrates both a classic minority problem, which oscillates between the desire
for integration and autonomy, and more structural problems of governance. It
clearly shows the limits of national centralism, while decentralization, initiated
in 1996, is ineffective. The weak legitimacy of most English-speaking elites in
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their regions, underdevelopment, the generational divide and patrimonialism are
common evils in Cameroon.

The Anglophone socio-political crisis is rooted in the corporatist demands of
lawyers, teachers and students. Initially, what turn into what is known today and
the “Anglohpone Crisis” was simple strikes which are legitimate demonstrations.
It all started on October 11, 2016 with a strike by lawyers from the North West
and South West. Their claims, ignored until then by the Ministry of Justice, then
concerned the non-respect of Common Law in these two regions. The lawyers
demanded the English translation of the Code of the Organization for the Harmo-
nization in Africa of Business Law known in French as (Ohada) and other texts of
law. They criticise the “Francophonisation” of Common Law jurisdictions, which
results in the assignment to the English-speaking zone of French-speaking mag-
istrates who do not master either Common Law or English, and by the assign-
ment of notaries, while this function is exercised by lawyers in the Common Law
system [4]. Ohada was created in 1993 and brings together seventeen member
states with a strong French-speaking population. Law is one of the few areas that
Yaoundé¢ has so far been careful not to standardize too much. It was from 2002
that the first French-speaking magistrates were appointed in the English-speaking
zone, and this movement was amplified in 2014. Common Law lawyers had in
the past made the same claims to the Ministry of Justice without winning the case,
to the point that in May 2015, 700 English-speaking lawyers called for federalism
and the creation of an independent English-speaking bar. The contempt of the
government and the brutality of the security forces aggravate the problem and
radicalised the populations.

We have gone from simple corporatist movements to a full-blown crisis in a
limited time interval. The escalation took place in December 2016 because of the
violent confrontation in Bamenda, the capital of the North-West region. In fact,
on December 8, the Cameroon’s People Democratic Rally (CPDM)tried to organ-
ize a rally to show that the government remains popular in the English-speaking
regions. The English-speaking population saw this as an attitude of mistrust, a
real provocation. The angry crowd prevented the rally from taking place, and
violent clashes with security forces left at least four people dead and several
injured by gunfire; about fifty people were arrested; a police station, adminis-
trative buildings and vehicles were set on fire. The Prime minister, the Secretary
General of the CPDM, the Governor of the North West and the National Security
Adviser, who were supposed to attend the rally, had to lock themselves up in the
Governor’s residence all day to escape the violence. The government responded
to these demonstrations by militarizing the region, further degrading the social
climate, and the violence of November 28 in Buea and December 8 in Bamenda
contributed to the aggravation and media coverage of this crisis. The images of
the security forces’ blunders spread rapidly over the Internet and were shown
on international television channels. They pushed the populations to the limit
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and opened the Pandora’s box of the Anglophone problem. There was a strong
mobilisation.

This mobilization was ignored and then repressed by the government, and un-
fortunately, revived identity movements dating from the 1970s, which demand-
ed a return to the federal model existing between 1961 and 1972. Small groups
sprang up like mushrooms and what had been a simple corporatist movement im-
mediately escalated. The arrest of the movement’s leading figures and the Internet
shutdown in January further undermined confidence between the government and
English-speaking activists. The groups formed were becoming increasingly rad-
icalized and imposed a new social order in the two English-speaking regions of
the country: both regions began to live to the rhythm of the “ghost towns”, school
boycotts and sporadic violent incidents. The number of secessionist groups in-
creased since January. They were taking advantage of the situation to radicalize
the population with the support of part of the Anglophone diaspora. While the
risk of partition of the country was very low, the risk of a medium-term resur-
gence of the problem in the form of armed violence was already high, as some of
these small groups were more and more calling for violence.

It should be emphasised here that the radicalisation of the protagonists mostly
due to the government’s responses - denial, contempt, intimidation and repres-
sion- the erosion of trust between the English-speaking population and the gov-
ernment and the exploitation of the identity issue by political actors who have
exacerbated the resentments of the populations to the point where a likely major-
ity of Anglophones see a return to federalism or even secession as the only viable
solution.

There are many factors that led to the on-going socio-political Anglophone
crisis. Such factors are both intrinsic and extrinsic. However, when looked into
very critically, two fundamental factors appear to be the most factors namely the
violation of the historic pact signed in Foumban in July 1961 and marginalization
in different official domains of public life.

The high point of the Anglophone socio-political crisis was the conference
held on July 17-21, 1961 in Foumban, called the “Foumban Conference” [1]. It
marked the decisive turning point in a union that Anglophones call a “marriage
of deceit.” As a reminder, Cameroon has always attracted the admiration of for-
eign powers because of its rich subsoil and its linguistic and cultural diversity. A
historical overview of the various exploration movements and conquests in Cam-
eroon illustrates this. The Portuguese, Spanish, Germans, French, English, etc.
have all trodden the Cameroonian territory for their different interests, and this
is still the case. The Anglophone socio-political crisis that is currently raging in
the country dates back to the distant past. Indeed, after the first world conflagra-
tion, Cameroon which was then under protectorate was split in 1916. Following
the Treaty of Versailles, the territory was placed under international mandate on
July 20, 1922. France obtained some 432,000 km?2, while the England divided its
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89,000 km2 into Northern Cameroon Southern Cameroon, which it administers
essentially from Nigeria. After many debates at the United Nations in the 1950s,
after the independence of Cameroon under French trusteeship, on January 1,
1960, and of Nigeria, on October 1 of the same year, the Cameroonian territories
under British trusteeship were called upon to decide on their future.

On February 11, 1961, under the aegis of the United Nations, a plebiscite
was held during which the populations of Southern and Northern Cameroon were
called upon to say by a simple “yes” or “no” if they wanted to obtain independ-
ence through unification with the independent federation of Nigeria or rather with
the independent republic of Cameroon. In the end, the two regions were united
with the “Republic of Cameroon” and the main architects of the reunification,
namely John Ngu Foncha and Ahmadou Ahidjo who were to ensure the imple-
mentation of this ambitious project planned for October 1, 1961, thought of or-
ganising a kind of “national conference” or “round table” as it was called at the
time, to bring together the two parts of the country. This conference was to be
called the “Foumban Conference”. While the public in general and Anglophone
leaders in particular were expecting the “round table”, they were surprised that
instead of this “round table”, a “constitutional conference” was rather held in
Foumban from the 17 to 21 July, 1961. This conference, in which there was ob-
viously a deception, is today considered by some informed observers as the one
that gave birth to the Anglophone problem.

From the historical perspective, it is worth recalling that, in the aftermath of
World War 11, especially with the birth of the United Nations, which replaced the
League of Nations, Cameroon’s legal status underwent change. It changes from
the status of Mandate to that of Trusteeship. This new process implied a new
international status. It is, in reality, only a change of legal regime because the
country remains in the hands of the same foreign powers. This change in legal
status therefore does not really affect the daily experience of the populations or
the management methods of foreign powers because “despite its international
status, French-speaking Cameroon is an” associated territory “of the French Un-
ion. As for Anglophone Cameroon, it is associated in its administration by the
United Kingdom with its colony of Nigeria”. The clauses that define this new
legal regime are found in Chapter XII of the United Nations Charter and in the
Trusteeship Agreements approved by the United Nations on December 13, 1946.
England therefore has an obligation to remember and must not. no case to leave
orphan the English-speaking part of the country as is the case today. In the name
of this obligation to remember, he must be strongly involved in the current An-
glophone crisis by imposing respect for the historical pact and socio-political
legacies. The two parts of Cameroon are governed independently by the French
administration and the administration. The vision, the leadership as well as the
structure of resistance to the administrative authority are thus different from one
place to another and are influenced by the political and cultural logics of the for-
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eign power which administers each party. We can thus note the roots of the social,
political and cultural division, which lead each part of the country to want to iden-
tify with the foreign power which governs it. As part of its colonial master, the
UK government must significantly get involved in the on-going crisis by coming
up with an Action Plan and related ways-out to stop the crisis.

In the same vein, Cameroon and Nigeria have been and still are in a good
partnership and this is quite a good aside for its effective involvement in the cri-
sis. In fact, the relationship between Cameroon and England is not so new as one
may think. It is a very old relationship that dates as far back the slave trade period,
a period that spans from the year 1400 to 1800 and characterized by a number of
linguistic and socio-political issues, which will not be discussed fully here. His-
tory has it that, in 1884, Cameroonian local chiefs asked Queen Elizabeth the first
to sign a treaty for Cameroon to be under British control as the result of the close
relationship that existed between them. The relationship became more official
in July1919 when the Treaty of Versailles was signed by the League of Nations,
a treaty mandating Cameroonto France and Britain. Since then, the two coun-
tries have been in good term and Cameroon has always been benefitting from
its good cooperation with its former colonial master diplomatically or through
the British Voluntary Services Overseas (VSO) organisation, which is funded by
the UK’s Department for International Development. Unfortunately, against all
expectations, the organisation which was effectively and efficiently operating in
the entire country with an inking in the northern and the two English-speaking
regions withdrew from Cameroon two years before the beginning of the crisis,
that is in 2014. With regard to the positive impact the VSO had had, it is strongly
recommended that cooperation be renewed especially in this time of socio-polit-
ical unrest. It is obvious enough, the withdrawal of the VSO, a very long-term
institutional and relational support has had a negative effect in the English-speak-
ing regions. Within the framework partnership, Great Britain has to discuss the
reconstruction and new socio-political landscape with Cameroon.
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